[Date]

The Hon. [insert name] MP 
Member for [insert electorate name]
[insert address]
[insert email]
Dear [insert name]
Patients With Alpha-1 Antitrypsin Deficiency (Alpha-1) Need Vital Treatment 
As my elected official I need your help to save my life. Like other people with the severe form of the genetic disease "Alpha-1 Antitrypsin Deficiency” my life will be severely shortened from genetic emphysema if the Government denies Alpha-1 patients access to subsidised augmentation therapy (i.e. Alpha-1 Proteinase Inhibitor).  This treatment is life-saving. It is safe and has been shown to be clinically effective in stopping genetic emphysema. 
My suffering, regular hospitalisation, poor quality of life and an early death can be avoided if the Government subsidises the ONLY available treatment – augmentation therapy, a treatment that has been registered with the Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) and has been on the Australian Register of Therapeutic Goods (ARTG) since 2017.
As Labor has recently claimed: “All Australians deserve access to universal, prompt, and world class medical care, and no one deserves to face a multi-year wait for vital treatments simply due to the cost”. 
Augmentation therapy has been subsidised since 1987 in the United States and is funded in many countries including Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Israel, Portugal, Puerto Rico, Spain and Switzerland. 
I can’t afford to pay the estimated $100,000 per year. I need subsidised treatment until a cure is available, which could be within the next 10 years as clinical trials are underway. 
Several years ago the Medical Services Advisory Committee (MSAC) reached the wrong conclusion, saying that there was not enough evidence to support treatment and that the cost was prohibitive.  If this was the case all the countries mentioned above would not be providing subsidised access to treatment.  I have included a link to Alpha-1 Organisation Australia’s Position Paper which discusses this history and the overlooked evidence Alpha-1 Antitrypsin Deficiency - Preventing Harm and Saving Lives (a1oa.org.au).
I suffer from [emphysema, XXX] and am unable to [work, see family and friends due to the fear of catching viruses that turn quickly into pneumonia and more lung destruction]. Without antitrypsin I can’t fight viruses, deadly bacteria or mould and fungus that are everywhere in the environment and breathed in every day. Australians with severe Alpha-1 need urgent access to subsidised treatment under the Government’s Rule of Rescue provision.
Please let the Government know that people with Alpha-1 still can’t access subsided treatment and continue to lose lung function and are dying prematurely when treatment is available and could be subsidised. I am happy to meet to discuss the matters raised above. 
Yours sincerely
[Sign]
[insert name]
